Correction {#Sec1}
==========

After publication of this article \[[@CR1]\] it was brought to our attention that there were errors in the text under the heading 'Data cleaning', and in Table [3](#Tab1){ref-type="table"}. The corrected text and updated Table [3](#Tab1){ref-type="table"} are given in this erratum.Table 3Period-1 (the 3/6 week--12 week) and period-2 (12--24 weeks) mean weight velocity (WVZ) and length velocity (LVZ) by infant feeding^a^3 week feedingPeriod 1: 3/6--12 weeksNever breastfedBreastfed^c^nmean ± SDnmean ± SD*P*-value^b^WVZP1 (*N* = 522)601.58 ± 1.724620.99 ± 1.60\<0.01LVZP1 (*N* = 402)461.69 ± 2.623561.37 ± 2.440.4112 week feedingPeriod 2: 12--24 weeksNever breastfedBreastfed^c^nmean ± SDnmean ± SD*P*-value^b^WVZP2 (*N* = 494)981.07 ± 1.753940.64 ± 1.570.02LVZP2 (*N* = 477)930.82 ± 2.623820.85 ± 2.520.93^a^Values are mean ± SD of velocity Z-scores based on WHO standard. *LVZ* length velocity Z-score, *P1* Period, *P2* Period-2, *WVZ* weight velocity Z-score^b^Student test *P* values for group comparisons a 5% significance level^c^Children received breast milk in addition to other solids and liquids

"Anthropometric measurement values and Z-scores were flagged for verification if any of the following criteria were met: WAZ \< −6 or \>5, WLZ \< −5 or \>5, LAZ \< −6 or \>6, WLZ \> 3 and LAZ \< −3; 2) extreme changes in LAZ and WLZ (greater than 2.5 or 3) between consecutive visits; 3) BMI-for-age Z-score ≥ 6. All the flagged anthropometric observations were assessed and values treated as missing if no plausible explanation was determined."

Meera Chhagan and Jan Van den Broeck are deceased. This paper is dedicated to their memory.

The online version of the original article can be found under doi:10.1186/s13006-017-0138-5
